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relations with the Sultan, the right to protect European Christians
who lived or travelled in the Ottoman domains. This right was
formalized in a series of agreements, and its extension was gradu-
ally enlarged so as to include in practice not only European
Catholic residents but certain of the indigenous Eastern Uniates,
more particularly, the Maronites of Lebanon. From the late
eighteenth century onwards, the Russian Government began to
claim a similar right to protect the Orthodox subjects of the
Sultan. The Austrian Government and, at the end of the cen-
tury, the Italians maintained an interest in the Roman Catholics
and Uniates, The British Government had no such special
position in regard to a particular Christian sect, but it concerned
itself with the welfare of the Christians generally, and also at
times cultivated friendly relations with the Druzes of Lebanon
and the Jews. These special relationships found expression in
the opening of schools in which the language of the protecting
Power was taught, in diplomatic activities in order to improve
the position of the protected community, and at times (as in 1840
and 1860 in Lebanon) in direct political or military intervention.
The activities of the European Powers improved the situation
of the religious minorities, but also drew upon them the hatred
of the Government and the majority. They were regarded as
potential traitors, sources of weakness and instruments of
European policy: in general as dangers to the Empire and to
the Islamic community.

The Impact of the West on Society

More fundamental still were the changes brought about by
the slow revelation of the society and culture of the West. In
general there was an eager adoption of Western habits by the
Christians and Jews, who were much quicker to abandon their
traditional way of life than the Moslems. This was particularly
true of the Christians and Jews of the great cosmopolitan trading
towns and the Christians of Lebanon, many of whom emigrated
to America; it was less true of the Copts in Egypt, who did
aot emigrate and were conservative in social matters. Westerniza-
tion in Egypt was represented, rather by the Syrian Christians,
Amenians aad Jews.
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